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Perseverance
Definition: steadfastness in doing 

something despite difficulty or delay in 
achieving success

Steady persistence in a course of action, a 
purpose, a state, etc., especially in spite 
of difficulties, obstacles, or 
discouragement.

Keeping going when you want to stop

Showing up when you want to leave



Romans 5:1-4
Therefore, since we have been justified through 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access 
by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 
And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not 
only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. And hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured out 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has 
been given to us.



Perseverance
Comes in the middle of suffering: it is 

continuing during suffering and 

difficulty

It is good for us!  

It develops 

character – God’s nature in us

hope – what we all need



James 1:2-5
 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 

sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you 
should ask God, who gives generously to 
all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you.



Perseverance
Trials = Testing of your faith
Will we continue to trust in God even when 

there is difficulty and hardship?

When you keep going during difficulty, it 
develops maturity and all you need in life

In the middle of difficulty:
Trust God (faith) to give what you need

Ask God for what you need

Keep going in his strength and help



Temptation 

to Quit

Life gets hard, 

many give up

Marriage

Children

Work

Church

Serving God



When you want to give up, look up
Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing 
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith. For the joy set before him he endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. Consider 
him who endured such opposition from sinners, 
so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.



The power of showing up
1. Life is about relationships and tasks

2. Relationships are eternal

3. Relationships grow on time and 
attention (tasks also get finished that 
way)

4. By showing up (not giving up), you are 
doing the most important thing you can 
do for that relationship

 God, family, church, friends, others



When you want to give up

Show up You may not be able to fix the problem but God 
can and he’s working

Remember Remember the good work God is doing in you –
character, hope, maturity, completion

Look up Look up – Ask God for help, trust him



Keep Going!
Galatians 6:9 - Let us not become weary in doing 

good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up.

Hebrews 10:23-25 Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching.


